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Study program: Undergraduate Study - Political Science

Year of the study: III., IV.

ECTS: 5

Course description and course
objectives:

The course aims to introduce students to the political (ab)uses of the past. The politics of the past
primarily serves to achieve political ends and thus has impact on national identity-building processes
and on the political culture of a particular society, respectively. The students will be firstly thought in
the basic concepts of politics of history: collective memory, politics of memory, historical revisionism
and coming to terms with the past. The course will subsequently introduce students into the European
confrontation with the legacy of the World War Il. In that respect, the special emphasis will be given
to debates over the (re)interpretation of Nazism and to debates over comparison of Nazism to
communism in respect to the theories of totalitarianism. The second part of the course is devoted
exclusively to the legacies of the past in Eastern Europe, since the region faces a double burden of
both fascist and communist dictatorships, unlike western Europe. Eventually the course will examine
the politics of history and processes of coming to terms with the past in the case of Croatia.

Course enrolment
requirements and entry
competences:

Learning outcomes
(at the level of the course):

The tutorial provides a basic knowledge of a key concepts in politics of history, as well in
understanding of the nexus between history, memory and political power. The course furthermore
provides an insight into the state of the coming to terms with the past processes in Eastern Europe.
Eventually the course empowers students to get familiar with the actual historical debates on the
nature of fascism and communism respectively.

Course content
(weekly class schedule):

The course is organized as a tutorial, so the classes will be organized as seminar discussion once a
week (one hour).

Course agenda:

1.Introductory Class

2. Central concept in Politics of history: collective memory, politics of memory, politics of history,
coming to terms with the past; revisionism & revision in historiography

3. Facing the WWIl in Europe

4. Debates over the interpretation of Nazism- "Historikerstreit”

5.Holocaust and Holocaust Denial

6.Concept of totalitarianism and debates over the Interpretation of communism

7. Facing the fascist past in Western and southern Europe

8. Midterm exam

9.Historical legacies in East- Central Europe

10.Facing the fascist & communist pasts in East - Central Europe

11. Politics of history and the breakup of Yugoslavia

12. Politics of history in Croatia since the 1990s

13. Facing the fascist past in Croatia.

14. Facing the Communist past in Croatia

15. Final exam
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Students are required a regular attendance of classes and participation in in-class discussion
e per Al i related to assigned readings. Each student will be required to deliver a presentation (15-20 minutes)

requirements:

on a topic arranged with the lecturer. The comprehension of the course curriculum will be examined
by the midterm oral exam and by the final oral exam. The oral exams include comprehensive
discussion on the course readings.

Grading and evaluating student
work in class and at the final
exam:

At the end of the semester students the students will be evaluated as follows: class participation —
40% of the overall grade, seminar presentation - 30%, oral exam - 30% (15% each).

Grading scale:

Excellent (5); Very good (4); Good (3); Satisfactory (2); Unsatisfactory (1)
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